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Amendments to the Claims 
This listing of claims will replace ail prior versions, and listings,, of the claims: 

1. (currently amended) A data management system comprising: 

a plurality of storage devices individually comprising a physical storage space, 
wherein the physical, storage space of one of the storage devices is configured to store a 
baseline version of a data object and the physical storage space of an other of the storage 
devices is configured to store a delta version of the data object; and 

processing circuitry configured to control storage operations of at. least, one of the 
storage devices, to process a restore request with respect to the data object, to access the 
delta version from the other of the storage devices responsive to the restore request, and 
to initiate communication of data of the baseline version and the delta version of the data 
object to a computer system , wherein the processing circuitry outputs the delta version to 
the other of the sfoiage devices after deteimming thai in- utfh lent s(<»ri_v ^uxicity. exists 
at the one '. of .the sto 

2. (currently amended) The system of claim 1 wherein the processing circuitry is 
configured to allocate a same data protection solution to the delta version at both the one 
of the storage devices and the other of the storage devices H^m^h*e4he-4ete^ 

the baseline version to provide a restored version of the data object, and to contro l the 
communicati on of 

3. (original t The system of claim 1 wherein a client agent of the computer system is 
configured to combine the delta version with the baseline version to provide a restored 
version of the data object. 

4. (original) The system of claim 1 wherein the processing circuitry comprises processing 
circuitry of the one of the storage devices which stores the baseline version of the data 
object. 
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5. (original) The system of claim 4 wherein the one of the storage devices is configured 
to receive the delta version from the computer system, and the processing circuitry is 
configured to forward the delta version to the other of the storage devices. 

6. (original ) The system of claim 5 wherein the pro z »s ng eircuilr - configured to 
forward the del la version to the other of the storage devices responsive to a status of 
capacity of the one of the storage devices. 

7. (original) The system of claim 5 further comprising a database configured to store 
information regarding storage operations of individual ones of the storage devices, and 
wherein the processing circuitry is configured to access die database to obtain a location 
of the delta version of die data object on the other storage device responsive to the restore 
request. 

8. (original ) The system of claim 1 wherein the processing circuitry comprises processi ng 
circuitry of a client agent associated with the computer system. 

9. (original) The system of claim 1 further comprising a local area network configured to 
communicate the delta version intermediate the one and the other storage devices, 

10. (original) The system of claim 1 further comprisi ng a storage area network configured 
to communicate the delta version intermediate the one and the other storage devices. 

1 1 . (currently amended) A data management system comprising: 

a plurality of storage subsystem means individually comprising physical storage 
means for storing data corresponding to a plurality of data objects and processing means 
for controlling storage operations with respect to the respective physical storage means: 

database means for tracking storage locations of data of the data objects in 
corresponding ones of the storage subsystem means; 

wherein the processing means of one of the storage subsystem means comprises 
means for controlling the storage of a baseline version of a data object using the 
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respective physical storage means corresponding to the one of the storage subsystem 
means and for initiating the storage of a delta version of the data object using an. other of 
the storage subsystem means; and 

wherein the database means comprises means for storing information regarding 
the storage location of the delta version using the other of the storage subsystem means: 
and 

wherein the p rocessing means output-, the delta \cssi ntotl of e mtgt 

i - ) i • • i Uti ijnj 1 i i i fin t i v> s K icit i • ! I > 1 
the torage.sabsysicm.j.nt m :-.\>ic dcha \ 

12. (original) The system of claim 1 1 wherein the processing means of the other of the 
storage subsystem means comprises means for uncompressing data of the delta version, 
and for initiating communication of the uncompressed data of the delta version to the one 
of the storage subsystem means. 

13 . (original) The system of claim 1 1 wherein the processing means for the one of the 
storage subs\ ;tem means comprises means for accessing the database, and means for 
forwarding a request to the other of the storage subsystem means to obtain the delta 
version from the other of the storage subsystem means responsive to the accessing the 
database. 

14. (original) The system of claim 1 1 wherein the processing means for the one of the 
storage subsystem means comprises means for generating a restored version of the data 
object using the baseline version and the delta version, and for outputting the restored 
version of the data object to a computer system. 

1 5. (currently amended) A data management system storage device comprising: 

an interface configured to communicate data with respect to other storage devices 
of a data management system, and to communicate data of a data object with respect to a 
computer system; 
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a physical storage space configured to store a baseline version of the data object at 
an initial moment in time; and 

processing circuitry configured to receive a request to store a delta version of the 
data object at a subsequent moment in time after the initial moment in time, to obtain 
information regarding a capacity of the storage device, and to initiate storage of the delta 
version of the data object using one of the other storage devices of the data management 
system responsive to the analysis of the informatioi yvh ej the.pi c< sjngei ujtn 
outputs t he dt kt \eo u i. to the one of the other storage d o ice aftci determ ining that 
i cut:; ,;<>! -.capacity. exjsts.al.the.sh ged.eyk < n . Tk ! f ersioi 

1 6. (original) The device of claim 1 5 wherein the processing circuitry is configured to 
access a database to identify a storage location of the delta version, and to output a 
request to access the delta version to the other of the storage devices responsive to the 
accessing the database. 

17. (original) The device of claim 1 5 wherein the processing circuitry is configured to 
combine the delta version with the baseline version to generate a restored version of the 
data object and to control communicating of the restored version of the data object to the 
computer system. 

18. (original) The device of claim 1 5 wherein the processing circuitry is configured to 
initiate the storage using the other of the storage devices responsive to the obtained 
information indicating insufficient capacity to accommodate storage of the delta version. 

1.9. (currently amended) An article of manui.actti.re comprising: 

a processor-usable tangible medium comprising processor-usable code configured 
to cause processing circuitry of one of a plurality of storage devices of a data 
management system to: 

receive a request to store a baseline version of a data object; 

store effect storage of the baseline version using physical storage space of the one 
of the storage devices; 
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receive a request to store a delta version of the data object after the effecting 
storage of the baseline version; 

acce: s information regarding a status oi the one of the storage de\ ices; and 

<.h t eoiih,, t'i.' i 'Sl >f the storage dc ices ha io ;uffi dent toi sg capacity to 
store ; i deli t version: an I 

store iniliate-steraae-ef the del ta version using an other of the storage devices of 
the data management wstun dtu dc tut mmmg that the oik of tin. -tot dc\ has 
insufficien t storag< ■■ aiwv flh vie Ha -o .i.-r xi^c-^i^4he-4n4o«>iation-f^art1fflg 

20. (original) The article of claim 19 wherein the processor- usable code is configured to 
cause the processing circuitry to access the delta version stored using the other of the 
storage devices, and to control communication of data of the baseline version and the 
delta version to a computer system. 

21. (original) The article of claim 20 wherein the processor- usable code is configured to 
cause the processing circuitry to combine the delta version and the baseline version 
before the communication. 

22. (original) The article of claim 19 wherein the processor-usable code is configured to 
cause the processing circuitry to initiate the storage responsive to the accessed 
information indicating insufficient capacity of the one of the storage devices to 
accommodate storage of the delta version. 

23. (currently amended) A data management method comprising: 

receiving a baseline v ersion of a data object of a computer system using one of a 
plurality of storage devices of a data management system; 

storing the baseline version using the one of the storage devices after the 
reception of the baseline version; 

receiving a request using the one of the storage devices, wherein the request 
comprises a request to store a delta version of the baseline version; 
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analyzing a capacity of the one of the storage devices; and 

determinmg.tbai tlie one of ihe storage devi ces has insufficient stora g e capacity to 
store the delta version; and 

storing the delta version using an other of the storage devices after determining 
that the one of the s j >ragc k \ ices has insufficient storage capacity to store the delta 




24. (original) The method of claim 23 further comprising combining the delta version 
with the baseline version providing a restored version of ihe data object. 

25. (original) The method of claim 24 wherein the combining comprises combining using 
the one of the storage devices. 

26. (original) The method of claim 24 wherein the combining comprises combining using 
a client agent of the computer system. 

27. (original) The method of claim 24 further comprising maintaining a database of a 
stored location of the delta version, and wherein the combining comprises accessing the 
database using the one of the storage devices to identify the stored location of the delta 
version. 

28. (origi nal) The method of clai m 27 further comprising: outputting a request from the 
one of the storage devices to the other of the storage devices responsive to the 
identification of the stored location; and communicating the delta version from the other 
of the storage devices to the one of the storage devices responsive to the request . 

29. (original) The method of claim 23 further comprising forwarding the delta version 
from the one of the storage devices to the other of the storage devices. 

30. ( original) The method of claim 29 wherein the forwarding comprises forwarding 
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responsive to the analyzing determining that an insufficient capacity of the one of the 
storage devices exists. 

3.1. (previously presented) The system of claim 1 wherein the computer system is a host 
device external of the data management system. 

32. (previously presented ) The system of claim 1 wherein the computer system is a host 
device external of the data management system and the computer system is configured to 
execute an application program to generate the baseline and delta versions of the data 
object, 

33. (previously presented) T he system of claim i wherein the data object comprises a 
data file. 

34. (previously presented) The system of claim I wherein the data object comprises a 
data fi le and the delta version of the data file only comprises changes made to the 
baseline version of the data file. 

35. (previously presented) The system of claim 34 wherein the delta version of the data 
file does not include content of the data file which is unchanged with respect to the 
baseline version of the data file. 

36. (previously presented) The device of claim 15 wherein the processing circuitry is 
configured to obtain the information regarding the capacity of the storage device 
responsi ve to the request. 

3 7. (previously presented ) The article of claim 19 wherein the processor-usable medi um 
comprises processor usable-code configured to cause processing circuitry of the one of 
the storage devices to access die information regarding the status comprising capacity 
information of the one of the storage devices responsive to receiving the request to store 
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the delta version, and wherein the initiation of the storage of the delta version responsive 
to analysis of the capacity information. 

38. (previously presented) The article of claim 19 wherein the code to initiate the storage 
of the delta version using the other of the storage devices responsive to the information 
indicating that the one of the storage devices has insufficient capacity to store the delta 
version. 

39. (previously presented) The article of claim 19 wherein the processor-usable medium 
comprises processor usable-code configured to cause processing circuitry of the one of 
the storage devices to initiate the storage of the delta version using the other of the 
storage devices to provide increased storage capacity of the data management system. 

40. -41 (canceled) 
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